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“In Berea they received the Word with all eagerness, examining 
the scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”  Acts 17:11 

Celebrating 75 Years of Mission 
in Richfield!  1945-2020 

Third Sanctuary—1959 
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Pastors of Berea 

Rev. H. J. Hafner – 1945-1950 

Rev. Merlin C. Meyer – 1950-1957 

Rev. Martin Frederking – 1957-1966 

Rev. Robert Schroeder – 1964-1973 

Rev. G. Daniel Schmidt – 1974-1981 

Rev. David Hinck – 1982-1987 

Rev. Frederick Geske (interim) – 1987 

Rev. Randolph Sherren – 1987-2012 

 

Rev. Mark Neumann (interim) – 2012-2014 

Rev. Dr. Kevin Tiaden – 2014-Present 

Assistant Pastors 

Rev. Theodore Frederking 

Rev. Wendell Brustman 

Rev. Mark Heine 

Rev. Roger Klemz 

Rev. Norbert Streufert 

Following are items that were written by former pastors of Berea for the 50th anniversary: 

Early Days at Berea Lutheran Church by Pastor Herbert Hafner 

A call was extended to Herbert Hafner in March of 1945 to be a mission devel-
oper. After he accepted, a house across the street was purchased for $8,000 to 
serve as a parsonage. For the next month Pastor Hafner made many calls and 
was commissioned on May 6, 1945. Services and Sunday School classes began 
on the following Sunday, May 13th. Work continued through the summer and 
on October 17, 1945, Berea Lutheran Church was organized. 

The preliminary work was to make our presence known in Richfield by making hundreds of cold 
calls on residents and new people moving in. We advertised our services and activities in the 
Richfield News. They gave us free publicity at the time. The response to our Vacation bible School 
was favorable and in our second summer we had over 100 pupils enrolled. Due to this favorable 
response we started a kindergarten school with Verona Hafner (now Mrs. Leo Bock of Blooming-
ton) pastor’s sister, as teacher. The school was supported by monthly, voluntary tuition contribu-
tions. 

While all this was developing we also requested the Minnesota District Church Extension Board 
for a $20,000 loan with which to build our first new chapel in 1947. but due to a shortage of 
funds in their treasury, could not be granted at that time. This was rather discouraging for us as 
we had many prospects and were ready to move ahead. Funds were made available to us two 
years later in 1949. We immediately proceeded to build our new chapel. Our carpenter for build-
ing the chapel was Robert Darsow. Two things challenged us that year. First, the polio epidemic 
which shut down our summer Sunday School classes, and secondly, a 100 mile per hour wind 
storm which blew down the framework (side walls and roof) of the new chapel. Fortunately, Bob 
Darsow, who was working on the building at the time, was not hurt as he was able to jump out 
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the side window to safety. Good progress was made so that the chapel could be completed by the 
end of the year and furnished so that it could be dedicated in January of 1950. The lantern-type 
lights in the nave of the chapel were made by Pastor T. Fiess, Margaret Hafner’s father, of Neshko-
ro, Wisconsin. Our reed organ was also replaced with a small Hammond organ. 

At the end of January, 1950, after his effort at Berea, pastor Hafner moved to serve at Immanuel 
Luther Church in Prior Lake. He was succeeded by pastor Merlin Meyer. The kindergarten was dis-
continued in September 1950. 

Only those who participated in the work, the challenges of the growth and finally the dedication of 
the chapel can fully appreciate the accomplishment attained by the grace of God and His Guidance. 

 

 

Dear members of Berea Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for your invitation to write. Anniversaries give us pause to reflect to-
gether, to renew fond memories and relationships and to build for the future. 
May this letter contribute to all the efforts toward experiencing a meaningful 
50th anniversary of the Berea family 

For those who were of age during the years ‘64-’73 memory of what impacted 
their lives is aided by reviewing some of the daily newspaper headlines. Let’s 
journey back with these headlines: 

• 1964— U.S. planes bomb North Vietnam after attack on U.S. destroyer in the Gulf of Tonkin 

    —Martin Luther King wins Nobel Peace prize 

• 1965— First U.S. troops land in Vietnam 

    — Minnesota Twins are in the World Series 

• 1966— Students demonstrate nationwide against the war 

    — Vietnam—U.S. troop strength 400,000 

• 1967— U.S. troop level in Vietnam reaches 525,000 

    — The Twins Harmon Killebrew ties A.L. in home runs, 49, with Carl Yastremski of Boston 

• 1968— Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated in Memphis, massive rioting erupts in 125 cities, 46         
    are killed 

    — Robert Kennedy is assassinated in California 

• 1969— Neil Armstrong is the first man to walk on the moon. 

• 1970— President Richard Nixon admits sending troops into Cambodian sanctuaries, students  
    protest across the country 

• 1971— The 26th Amendment is passed, lowering the voting age to 18 

    — The Twins Tony Oliva leads the A.L. with a batting average of .337 
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• 1972— A break-in occurs at the Democratic headquarters in the Watergate Building, five peo 
    ple are caught 

    — Nixon with landslide victory, 47 million to 29 million, Democrats keep Congress 

• 1973— The last U.S. combat troops leave Vietnam 

     A new Audi automobile costs $3,900 

These headlines invite questions about my ministry and ours during those nine years. They invite as 
well the examining of our present responses to our neighbors, to all who are our neighbors that we 
may be helpful. 

The words on the chancel wall, “ I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVETH”, continue to make a differ-
ence, all the difference in the world, for Christ is raised and lives. 

 Sincerely, Pastor Robert R. Schroeder 

 

 

And a poem written by Gerhard Frost that was shared by Pastor David Hinck: 

Anniversaries are 

Thinking places, thanking places 

Where one may reflect and review 

Recollect and renew—taste and savor 

All that’s been, the better to receive all that is to be. 

Anniversaries are 

Breathing spaces, healing places 

Where one may pause and set one’s burden down, 

Not to abandon, but to grasp it once again 

With greater courage and resolve. 

Anniversaries are 

Milestones, where one may be 

Repossessed by the goodness of God. 


